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HABS No. NY-470

HABS
UNITED STATES SUB-TAREASURY D o
Nessau and Pine Streets, Menhattan 31- ’
New York County, New York 23= .
{Poret)

Qwner: United States Government

Date of erection: May 1834-May 1841

Architect: Ithiel Town and Alexander J. Davis

Present condition: Good

Description: (From report of April 1935 by Thomes T. Waterman)

The exter}or design of the bullding is in the Greek Doric
style with Hectastyle porticos on the Wall (south) and Pine
{north) Street fronts. The Nassau Street (west) and the east
side, now obscured by adjacent buildings, are of fourteen bays,
the itwo end bays opening into the porticos, and the others being
recessed between pllasters. Because of the preat difference in
grade between Pine and Wall Streets the south front hes eighteen
granite steps the full width of the building, while the north
front is almost level with the street and has only three steps.
Only the central bay on this side is accessible, as the spaces
between the columns are closed with cast-iron fences, evidently
original and very interesting. The arezway on the Nassau Street
(west) side similarly is protected by & fence extending the full
length of this side. This fence is also of cast irom but of
siightly aifferent design.

The interior is of great architectural distinction and im-
portance. A wide vsulted hall is entered Trom the north, flanked
on either side with two huge rooms with vaulted cellings. At the
southern end of the hail ig the entrance to the magnificent ro-
tanda. At right angles to the hall end between the rotumda and
east and west rooms are two lateral passages, the eastern one be-
Ing the steir hall. The bslancing passage is at present closed
of £, but there are evidences that at an earlier date this too
may have contained another stairway. The rotunda carries up
into the seconi-floor space, the plan of this floor and the fioor
above being similar to the first floor.

The architecture and ornament of the interlor is very dis-
tinguished, being a beautiful and restrained rendering of the
Creek neo-classic. The entrance hall is divided into bays by
marble piers surmounted by a simply moulded marble cornice, the
bed mould of which is carved with egg~and-dart ornament. The
walls and ceilinps are plastersd &nd now peinted ivory white.
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The ceiling is an elliptical barrel-vault with penetrations and a
traverse band from pier to pier, the soffit of which is paneled
with anthemia. Doorways framed with marble srchitraves are

placed at the center of each bsy, the original cest-iron doors
having been replaced by later wood paneled ¢oors and frames. The
steirway is formed by one-piece interlocking granite blocks canti-
levered from the wall. The balustrade is a rather unsatisfactory
design in cast iron of anthemion scrolls forming baluster panels
fixed to each tread. The handrail is disproportionally heavy and,
with the bslustrade, is now painted dark green.

The east and west rooms are very large, four bays lonyg and
two bays wide, completely covereo with intersecting barrel-veult-
ing, which is eupportec down the center by three fluteo Greek
Doric columng of stone painted white. The vault is enriched with
sunk panels. Both these rooms are now partitioned off into of-
fices, and their architecture is much obscured because of this.

The hall in the basement is much the seme &8 on the first
floor but simpler and lower. The flanking roome have been al-
tered i'or use as vaults, the floors being lowered &nd the walls
lined witn steel plate. The undercroft of the rotunds must have
been extremely effective in its original state. Now, however, it
is mutilaeted by a men's lsvatory on one side and by supply lock-
ers, dressing rooms, carpenter benches, etc. It ie & circular
roomr with & huge circular stone pier in the center to support the
marble floor sbove, and pierced by two intersecting passages.
Between it and the wells is sprung =2 shallow plaster barrel-vault.
There are {our recesscG bays on the cardinal axesn, euch of which
is set off from the rest of the undercroft by four extremely
truncated wnilutec columns of the CGreek Doric order, These are
hardly two diemeters high and carry & simple entablature.

The rotunds is directly over the undercroft and has the pame
plan except that the central pier is omitted. Each of the re-
cessed bays is acreened by & renge of four flutca Corinthian
columns of msrble placeda in antis between flutec Corinthisan
pilaster-uviers. Between the latter are recessed penels contain-
ing decors inte rooms in each corner of the square, out of which
the rotunds is devised. A continuocus entablature surmounts the
columng and pilseters. There is an elliptical domicel ceiling
covering the rotunda, with recessed panels and & lantern which
larpely lights the roow, piercing the crown of the dome. In each
of the recessed bays are doorways with merble surrounds. Cast-
iron gelleries occur in each of the recessed bays &t the second-
floor line, entered by doors at this levei. The floors of the
gelleries are of cast iron with delicately coffersd soffits,
supported on attenusted iron brackeits. The rail is alse of cast
iron, and is formed of caryatide heolding in their hands acanthus
serolls wihlch make the infill. There sre two spirsl, self-
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supporting stone stairs leading from the rotunda to the third
floor. These are entered froam doors centered on the two rotunda
piers &t the sgouth end of the building. The rotunds floor is of
grey and white merble, 1lsid in simple geometric design. Much of
this is covered by a temporary raised floor for the counters of
the Passport Division, which uses the rotunda. These counters
are beroque Victorian, and, while much inferior to the rest of
the architectural design, are of considerable interest as ex-
smples of their pericd.

The roof is constructed of overlapping marble slabs supported
by brick arches.

Adaitional Data:

The building was originally designed as 2 custom house for
the City of New York and was used as such until about 1860, when
it wes taken over ss the United States Sub-Treasury.

A competition wag held in 1833 for the design of the build-
ing, and first prisze was awarded Ithiel Town and Alexander J,.
Davis. The commissioners, however, asppzrently did not like the
interior arrangement and they, therefore, engaged Williasm Ross,
an English architect then residing in Bew York, to modify the
interior. Ross' modificetion pave a plan substantially like that
which now exisgts, as well e&s an arrangement which would permit
fireproof masonry veulting, which the present building has.

These cesigns were published in London's Architectursl Mapgezine
of London in December 1835. Ross was followed by John Frazee,
who is generally Xnown as the asrchitect. Irazee superintended
almost the entire construction of the building and undoubtedly
prepered most of the working drawings and details, following,
however, the exterior composition of Town and Devis and the inte-
rior arrangement of hilliam Ross.

Mre. Thomas Wood Hastings, granddaughter of John Frazee, has
drawings and other valusble data on the building which is avail-
able for iaspection. Mrs. BHastings says that the marble of
which the entire building was constructed was known as "dolo-
mite,” ana came from a guarry near Tuckahoe in Westchester, New
York.

The Avery Library of Columbia University owns one of Davis?
sections showing the original arrangement of the interior. It
&also possesses the London Magazine with Ross! article, topether
with a drawing for some of the ceteil by John Frazee.
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SUB~-TREASURY BUILDING 31 ~NEYO
New York, Wew York 53 ’

Ovmer: U, S. Covernment, National Park Service

Date of Erection: 1842

Architect: 1Ithiel Town and Alex J. Davis,
Builder: Unknown

Present Condition: Good.

Materials of Construction: Granite, brick, cast iron, marble
' floors,

Qther Existing Records: History of Public Buildings under care
S of the Treasury Department; Washinpton,
: ' 1501, p.417; Pagent of Americs, T. ¥.
- Hamlin, Yale, 1926, p.135; The Archi-
tect, February 1924, p.522.

Additional Data: Land purchased, 1816, 1832 and 33. Building
completed in 1842, Cost $939,301, Used as
Customs House 1842-62 then designated Sub-
Tremsury. Transferred to Mational Park
Serviece recently as Historie monument, and
now maintained by them thouzh used in part
for Passport Bureau,
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